[Valves and valve pockets of the thoracic duct: sites of stagnation of neoplastic cells].
The thoracic duct was excised and histologically examined in 53 patients who died due to cancer. 11 specimens showed intraluminal cancer cells without signs of tumor migration through the duct wall. The malignant cells were either unattached in the lumen, caught within the valve pocket or had invaded the valve tissue. These findings add to the importance of lymphotropic cytotoxic agents.